GERMANY____________________________3741________________                  GERMANY
pulsory labour.    A ban was im-    whom just over a million  were    estimated   strength   of  250,000-
posed on the sale of all religious    Poles,   had   been   attracted   by    300,000, was entirely independent
literature, and on the sending of    bribes and promises of a higher   of the army. Its chief task was to
such  literature   to   men   in   the    standard of living; but from 1941    fight   the  guerrillas   behind   the
armed forces.   The Nazi determin-    onwards the Nazi authorities had    German front in Russia, and the
ation   to   stamp   out   Christian    to resort increasingly to threats,   growing resistance movements in
belief and practice weakened later,    compulsion, and brute force, and   all   the   occupied   countries   of
however, not only because of the    in March, 1942, Sauckel, Gauleiter    Europe. The cruelty and brutality
growing resistance of the churches,    for   Thuringia,    was   appointed    it displayed were calculated not
The early onset of an exception-    labour  controller for the  whole   only to intimidate workers in the
ally hard winter, the miscarriage    Reich.    Once an obscure agitator,    resistance movements but also to
of* Hitler's   strategic   plans    in    and one of Hitler's old guard, he   frighten the Germans themselves
Russia,     involving     tremendous    had, by a process of expropriation   into   even   more   unconditional
casualties and hardships for the   and blackmail, risen to the owner-    obedience.      Non-German   units
German forces engaged, and the    ship   and   control   of   industrial   were added both tq the S.S. and
intensification   of   raids   by   the    enterprises employing many thou-   the  Waffen-S.S.   and  sometimes
R.A.F.  strained the whole Nazi    sands of workers.   He was equip-    stationed in Germany,
system, so that the energetic pur-    ped  with   sweeping   powers  for             Hitler, Supreme Law Lord
suit of the plan to suppress the    the mobilisation of German and       In April, 1942, Hitler addressed
churches seemed likely to endanger   foreign labour.                                 a special meeting of his Reichstag,
both the unity of the home front       All through the war Germany   and proclaimed himself supreme
and discipline in the army.              had   a    system   of   differential   law   lord.   He  announced  that,
Hitler as Army Leader              food rationing.    Consumers were   anticipating the agreement of the
In Dec., 1941, Hitler relieved   grouped into the following cate-    Reichstag, he had already " ruth-
Field Marshal von Brauchitsch   gories: children, under 3, 3 to 6,    lessly eliminated " a number of
of his post as c.-in-c. and person-    6 to 10 years ; juveniles, 10 to 20    people who had not proved equal
ally assumed the leadership of   years; normal consumers over   to the strain of the war on the
the army. Under him was Field    20; night workers j heavy work-    Russian front. In May, it was
Marshal Keitel, chief of the high    ers ; very heavy workers. Bread,    announced that 14 Germans had
command of the armed forces, and    potatoes, fruit, fish, and vege-    been executed in Mannheim for
General Haider, chief of the army    tables as well as meat, fats, and   attempting to undermine the war
general staff. In addition there    sugar, were rationed in Germany,    effort. In Aug., Hitler appointed
was an operational staff under   but there was a considerable   Dr. Thierack minister of justice
General Jodl. So confident had    traffic in food between town and    and ordered him '* to build up a
Hitler been of a rapid victory    country; and German soldiers   National Socialist administration
over the Red Army that he had    abroad sent home quantities of   of justice as I direct," and if
neglected to make preparations   food, apart from official requisi-    necessary " to depart from exist-
for a winter campaign. In the    tions carried out by the German   ing law." Since 1934 Thierack had
middle of the winter, on Dec. 20,    occupation authorities. The first    been president of the so-called
Goebbels, minister of propaganda,    large- scale cut in rations, affecting    peoples' court in Leipzig and had
launched an appeal for warm    bread, meat, and fat, was made in    passed sentence qf death on
clothing and blankets as a Christ-    the spring of 1942, and the dis-    thousands in that capacity. In
mas present from the German    missal of Walter Darre, prophet of   Aug. also Professor Brandt, one of
people to the soldiers on the   the " blood and soil " theory, from   Hitler's personal doctors, was ap-
llussian front, where frost-bite    his post of minister of food and    pointed special commissioner for
had assumed the dimensions of a    agriculture and Reich peasant    health services, with power to
catastrophe. A few days before,    leader, in May, 1942, was probably    allocate doctors, hospitals, and
on Dec. 11, Hitler had declared    connected with this deterioration    medical supplies between military
war on the U.S.A.                            in the food situation. His place    and civilian claims ; in Oct. Dr.
Enormous losses  in  men and    was taken by Backe, his former   Ley,   head   of the  Nazi  labour
material in  the  Russian  winter   under-secretary.                               front, was appointed Reich hous-
campaign  of  1941-42  compelled           Himmler Controls all Police          ing  commissioner  and  equipped
the Nazi government to intensify       The growing weight of British    with dictatorial powers to solve
the regimentation of the human    bombing   produced   changes   in   the    growing    housing    problem
an4 material  resources  of  Ger-    German internal organization.  In    caused by R.A.F. attacks.   These
many, her satellites, and the occu-   June, 1942, Himmler (q.v.) took   were only two of a number of
Jied countries.    New restrictions    over the A.R.P. services and re-    special commissioners created dur-
were  imposed  upon  the  manu-    organized them under the title of   ing 1942, apparently in the belief
f acture   of  consumer  goods,   al-    A.R.P. Police. All branches of the   that difficulties could be decreed
though even then there was still   German polios force had already   out of existence,
nothing like the austerity freely    been   integrated   with   the   S.S.       On Jan. 30, 1943, Hitler had
accepted in Britain.   According to   through a system of dual member-    been in power for 10 years.   For
the German ministry of labour,    ship whereby higher police officers    the first time the anniversary was
in Jan., 1942, the total German    were also high ranking members of   not  celebrated.     Hitler did not
labour force had fallen from 26   the S.S.     Inside the  S.S.,  and    speak because, it was explained, he
million before the war to about   indeed  inside  almost  every  or-    could not leave the front.    Next
24 million,  including  over   two    ganization and institution in Ger-    day the Russians announced the
million foreign workers from Italy   many, there operated the special    annihilation of the German 6th
and the occupied countries, but    security service, the S.D.    The    army at Stalingrad,
not counting 1-6 million prisoners   Waffen-S.S., the fully mobilised       On Jan.  28 Sauckel issued a
of war who had been put to work,    and   heavily   armed   section   of   decree requiring all German men
Some of the foreign workers, of   Himmler's   S.S.   guards,   of   an    between 16 and 65 and all women